CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

L Li a server that communicates with a remote interactive television system, a 
method of causing the interactive television system to record a selected program, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

receiving, from a remote computer, information representing a program listing 

corresponding to a television program that is to be recorded by the interactive television 

system, wherein the program listing has been selected at the remote computer in 

response to input received at the remote computer; and 

in response to the information, transmitting control information to the interactive 

television system causing the interactive television system to record the television 

program. 

2. A method as recited in claim 1, ftirther comprising, prior to the act of receiving 
information, the act of transmitting a program schedule to the remote computer, the program 
schedule including a plurality of program hstings. 

3. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the act of receiving, from the 
remote computer, information representing a television signal provider that is to broadcast the 
television program that is to be recorded by the interactive television system, wherein the 
television signal provider has been selected at the remote computer in response to input 
received at the remote computer. 
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4. A method as recited in claim 3, further comprising, prior to the act of receiving 
information representing a television signal provider, the act of transmitting, to the remote 
computer, information identifying a plurahty of television signal provider that are capable of 
broadcasting television programs to the interactive television system. 

5. A method as recited in claim 1, v^herein the server communicates with the 
remote computer through an Memet connection. 

6. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the control information specifies a time, 
date and duration of the television program that is to be recorded. 

7. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the control information comprises 
transmission source information that enables the interactive television system to tune to a signal 
in which the television program is encoded. 




8. 



A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the transmission source information 



identifies at least one of a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and a satellite channel 



through which the signal is to be received by the interactive television system. 
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9. In a computer that receives a programming schedule from a server, a method of 
causing a remote interactive television system to record a selected program, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

displaying a program schedule that includes a plurality of program listings; 
receiving user input selecting a program listing of the plurahty of program 
listings; and 

in response to the user input, transmitting information representing the selection 
of the program listing to the server, so as to enable the server to cause the interactive 
television system to record a television corresponding to the selected program listing. 



10, A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the act of transmitting information 
representing the selection of the program hsting occurs over the Intemet. 
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11. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the act of transmitting information 
representing the selection of the program listing occurs only upon receiving a password from a 



user. 



12. A method as recited in claims 9, further comprising the act of receiving the 
program schedule from the server. 

13. A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the act of receiving the program 
schedule comprises the act of accessing a web page of the server. 
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14. A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the web page of the server identifies at 
least one television signal provider corresponding to a location of the remote interactive 
television system. 
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15. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the acts of: 

prior to receiving input selecting the program listing, receiving input selecting a 
television signal provider associated with a location of the interactive television system; 
and 

transmitting information representing the selection of the television signal 
provider to the server. 
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16. In an interactive television system that communicates with a remote server, a 
method of recording a television program, the method comprising the acts of: 

receiving, from the server, control information that has been generated by the 
server in response to the server receiving from a remote computer information 
representing a program listing corresponding to a television program that is to be 
recorded by the interactive television system; and 

in response to the control information, recording the television program. 

17. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the server communicates with the 
remote computer through an Internet connection. 

18. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the act of recording the television 
program is performed based on the control information, wherein the control information 
identifies a time and date at which the television program is to be recorded. 

19. A method as recited in claim 18, ftirther comprising the act of using at least one 
of a system clock and a calendaring apphcation to determine a current time and date for 
comparison with the time and date identified by the control information. 

20. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the act of recording the television 
program is performed based on the control information, wherein the control information 
identifies a television signal in which the television program is encoded. 
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21. A method as recited in claim 20, wherein the act of recording the television 
program is performed based on the control information, wherein the control information 
identifies a transmission source from which a television signal in which the television program 
is encoded is to be broadcast. 

22. A method as recited in claim 21, wherein the transmission source is associated 
with one of a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and a sateUite channel. 

23. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the act of recording the television 
program comprises the act of tuning the interactive television system to a channel identified by 
the control information. 

24. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the control information has been 
generated by the server in response to the server receiving, from a remote computer, 
information representing a program listing corresponding to the television program that is to be 
recorded by the interactive television system, wherein the program listing has been selected at 
the remote computer in response to input received at the remote computer. 
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25. A computer program product for implementing, in a server that communicates 
with a remote interactive television system, a method of causing the interactive television 
system to record a selected program, wherein the computer program product comprises: 

a machine-readable medium carrying executable instructions that, when 
executed, cause the server to perform the method, including the acts of: 

receiving, from a remote computer, information representing a program 
listing corresponding to a television program that is to be recorded by the 
interactive television system, wherein the program listing has been selected at 
the remote computer in response to input received at the remote computer; and 

in response to the information, transmitting control information to the 
interactive television system causing the interactive television system to record 
the television program. 

26. A computer program product as recited in claim 25, wherein the method fiirther 
comprises, prior to the act of receiving information, the act of transmitting a program schedule 
to the remote computer, the program schedule including a pluraUty of program listings. 

27. A computer program product as recited in claim 25, wherein the control 
information specifies a time, date and duration of the television program that is to be recorded. 

28. A computer program product as recited in claim 25, wherein the control 
information comprises transmission source information that enables the interactive television 
system to tune to a signal in which the television program is encoded. 
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29. A computer program product as recited in claim 28, wherein the transmission 
source information identifies at least one of a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and 
a satellite channel through which the signal is to be received by the interactive television 
system. 



30. A computer program product as recited in claim 25, wherein the server 
communicates with the remote computer through an hitemet connection. 
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31. An interactive television system, comprising: 
a recording device; 

means for receiving, from the server, control information that has been 
generated by the server in response to the server receiving from a remote computer 
information representing a program hsting corresponding to a television program that is 
to be recorded by the interactive television system; 

means for recording the television program to the recording device in response 
to the control information. 



32. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the means for 
receiving control information comprise an Internet connection. 
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33. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the means for 
recording the television program operate in response to a time and date identified by the control 
information. 

34. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the control 
information identifies a television signal in which the television program is encoded, and 
wherein the means for recording the television program comprise means for timing to the 
television signal. 

35. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the control 
information identifies a transmission source of a television signal in which the television 
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program is encoded, and wherein the means for recording the television program comprise 
means for tuning to the television signal. 



36. An interactive television system as recited in claim 31, wherein the control 
information has been generated by the server in response to the server receiving, jfrom a remote 
computer, information representing a program listing corresponding to the television program 
that is to be recorded by the interactive television system, wherein the program Usting has been 
selected at the remote computer in response to input received at the remote computer. 
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